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 WARDS AFFECTED 
  
 
 
 
 

 
FORWARD TIMETABLE OF CONSULTATION AND MEETINGS: 
OSMB 18th June 2008 
Cabinet 14th July 2008  
__________________________________________________________________________  

 
INSPECTION BY OFSTED OF LEICESTER CITY COUNCIL FOSTERING SERVICE 2008 
 

 
Report of the Corporate Director of Children & Young People’s Services 
 
 
1. Purpose of Report  
 

This report is to advise on the outcome of the Ofsted inspection of the Leicester City 
Council Fostering Service, which occurred week beginning 25th February 2008. 
(Inspection Report Attached). 

 
 
2. Summary 
 
2.1 All independent and local authority fostering services are at present inspected by Ofsted 

(who took over responsibility for such inspections from the Commission for Social Care 
Inspection in 2008).  These services at present are subject to annual inspections to 
establish if each service is meeting the standards required by the Care Standards Act 
2000, the Fostering Services Regulations 2001 and the amended Children Act 1989.  

 
2.2 The National Minimum Standards and Regulations, provide the benchmark against 

which Ofsted make judgements as to the performance of all fostering services.  
Fostering service providers are expected to meet all of the National Minimum 
Standards.  The performance of the fostering service influences the overall assessment 
of the department through the APA and therefore a positive inspection contributes to a 
positive evaluation overall of the department by Ofsted. 

 
 
3. Recommendations 
 
3.1 That the Scrutiny Committee and Cabinet note the 2008 Ofsted Inspection Report into 

the Leicester City Council Fostering Service. 
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4.  Report 
 
4.1 The outcome of the inspection was extremely positive.  The service is assessed within 

the five Every Child Matters (ECM) outcomes, as well as for its organisation. Ofsted 
ranked each assessed area as outstanding and the service overall as outstanding. 
Although Ofsted do rank some fostering services as outstanding overall, these are 
generally independent fostering services, therefore this is an extremely remarkable 
achievement for any local authority and particularly so for a unitary authority. 

 
4.2 From this year Ofsted will change the frequency of fostering inspections.  This will be 

based on a risk assessment relating to the inspection performance of each authority.  
Whereas Leicester City Council has previously been inspected annually, given the very 
positive outcome of the last inspection, it is anticipated that the next inspection will now 
occur in 2010.  

 
 
5. FINANCIAL, LEGAL AND OTHER IMPLICATIONS  
 
5.1. Financial Implications 
 

There are no financial implications arising from this report. 
 
Colin Sharpe, Head of Finance and Efficiency. 

 
5.2 Legal Implications 
 

There are no legal implications resulting from this report. 
 
Legal Services, Resources Access and Diversity. 

 
 

6. Other Implications 
 

OTHER IMPLICATIONS YES/NO 
Paragraph              References 
Within Supporting information     

Equal Opportunities No  

Policy No  

Sustainable and Environmental No  

Crime and Disorder No  

Human Rights Act No  

Elderly/People on Low Income No  

 
7. Background Papers – Local Government Act 1972 

 
 

8. Consultations 
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9. Report Author 
 
 

Mark Tingley,  Service Manager, Placements  
Social Care & Safeguarding  
Children & Young People’s Services  
(0116) 299 5810 
 
Lorraine White, Interim Head of Service, Children’s Resources 
Social Care & Safeguarding 
Children & Young People’s Services 
(0116) 256 5213 
 
Andy Smith, Interim Service Director  
Social Care and Safeguarding  
Children & Young People’s Services   
(0116) 252 8306 

 
  
  

Key Decision Yes 

Reason Significant in its effects on 
communities in one or more wards 

Appeared in Forward Plan Yes 

Executive or Council Decision Executive (Cabinet) 
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